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ORBOST PRIMARY SCHOOL PROFILE 

 

Orbost Primary School is proud of the achievements of the students and staff.  The school 

offers an extensive education program in a caring and supportive environment.   

Orbost Primary School:- 

 

 Develops a sense of belonging 

 Values self motivation and active learning 

 Provides every opportunity to learn 
 

So that everyone can be the very best person they can be. 

 

 

The School Council has high expectations of student achievement particularly in Literacy 

and Numeracy.   

 

 

The school community works together to prepare all our students for óLife Long Learningô.  

We see the expectation of reaching full potential as a partnership of shared responsibility 

between students, staff, parents and the local community.  To this end parental involvement 

is valued and encouraged in program development, resourcing and active support for their 

childrenôs education. 

 

 

Student well-being is of a high priority at Orbost Primary School supported by the schools 

Student Wellbeing and Anti Bullying Policy.   We have high expectations on behaviour and 

work ethic and consistently work with families to ensure that the well-being of all students is 

catered for.  Programs that support student well-being include a school based welfare 

coordinator, the teaching of values to support a safe school environment and programs such 

as Life Education and personal development.   

 

 

Teaching staff are expected to provide a positive, disciplined and stimulating learning 

environment which caters for individual needs within the framework of the school programs, 

using flexible groupings and through sharing and co-operation with their peers. 

 

 

The school building is an open plan design, which facilitates a flexible approach to teaching 

and learning styles and incorporates a well resourced library, art/craft room, sports store and 

computer facility, our school is a leader in elearning (electronic learning).  This is set in a 

neat, attractive and safe playground environment offering space for ball games, a range of 

climbing equipment and a fitness trail in a landscaped setting.  The school also offers Outside 

School Hours and Vacation Care on behalf of the Cluster and students have access to private 

music lessons. 

 

 

 
Regards Kerry Hughes 

Principal 
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SCHOOL CONTACTS 

 
PRINCIPAL  Kerry Hughes 

BUSINESS MANAGER Lee Stevenson 

SCHOOL PHONE (03) 5154 1119 

EMAIL orbost.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

FAX (03) 5154 1592 

SCHOOL ADDRESS 10 Ruskin Street, Orbost. 3888 

POSTAL ADDRESS 

Orbost Primary School Website 

P.O. Box 151, Orbost, 3888 

www.orbostps.vic.edu.au  

 

 

 

 

TERM DATES - 2010 

 

 

Term 1 Monday 1
st
 February Friday 26

th
 March   8 weeks 

Term 2 Monday 12
th

 April Friday 25
th

 June 10 weeks 

Term 3 Monday 12
th

 July Friday 17
st 

September 10 weeks 

Term 4 Monday  4
th

  October Friday 17th December 11 weeks 
 

 

A list of all staff and their roles will be published early in 2010 

 

 

 

 

  8.55 am   School Commences 

10.25 am  to 10.50 am Morning Recess 

12.50 pm  to   1.05 pm (inside) Lunch 

  1.05 pm to   1.50 pm (outside) Lunch 

  3.20 pm   School Dismisses 

 

 

Yard supervision commences at 8.45 am, so we request that children  

do not arrive before that time. 

 

 

It is most important that children arrive prior to school commencing ï 8.55am 

 

 
Children arriving late for class tend to disrupt the other children in 

the grade and also find it difficult to óslot intoô the lesson. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:orbost.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.orbostps.vic.edu.au/
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      Student Wellbeing Policy 
 

 

 

PURPOSE 

     Students are better prepared for learning when they are healthy, safe and happy; therefore, 

student    wellbeing is the responsibility of all staff working in a whole school context.  Our 

approach to student wellbeing requires us to differentiate between student needs as well as 

having a degree of consistency that is supportive of a safe environment.        

 

       ñWellbeing refers to the condition or state of being well, contented and satisfied with 

life.  Wellbeing   has several components, including physical, mental, social and 

spiritual.  Wellbeing can be used in a collective sense to describe how well a society 

satisfied peopleôs wants and needs ò Eckersley, R (ed.) Measuring Progress: Is Life 

Getting Better? CSIRO, 1998.ò  

 

 

AIM 

Orbost Primary School aims to develop a sense of belonging, values self motivation and 

active   participation, provide every opportunity to learn so that everyone can be the very 

best person they can be. The children will be expected to adopt behaviours that: 

É Develop good work habits and the qualities of good learners  

 

É Lead to a healthy lifestyle 

 

É Are outlined in our school values and promotes  

× Getting Along 

× Making People Feel Like They Belong,  

× Being a Star, and  

× Being the Best That I Can Be. 

 

É Respects individuals and their differences between student and students and 

student and teachers, staff members and other adults. 

 

É Develops positive relationships between student and students and student and 

teachers, staff members and other adults. 
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       IMPLEMENTATION  

Our focus is on primary prevention which is the broadest area of activity relating 

to all students.  The main message is on building belonging and promoting 

wellbeing  

 

É Teaching of the school values and the expected behaviours.  

É Positive behavioural management strategies will be established at the beginning 

of each year for each class in consultation with students and will be provided to 

parents 

É The values relevant to that Victorian Essential Learning Standards Level to be 

sent home to each family at the beginning of each school year.  

É Number of school programs promoting a safe, secure environment will be 

conducted throughout the year.  

É Playground supervision is thorough and prompt responses to inappropriate 

behaviour are adhered to.    

É Attendance and punctuality is encouraged and closely monitored  

É Commitment by parents/guardians to work in partnership with the school on 

issues around student wellbeing.  

 

 

Another area of focus in on early intervention a substantial area of timely 

activity for students identified as at risk.  The main message is strengthening 

and risk reduction  

 

É Education Services officesô (ESO) involved in the assessment of students  

É Increased family engagement in the development of individual learning plans or 

behaviour management plans  

É Implementation of the DEECD procedures for suspension  

 

The further area of work involves a range of student support services for a 

small number of students with serious problems.  The main message is access 

support and provide treatment. 

 

É Requires family intervention in close consultation with outside agencies.  

É Implementation of the DEECD procedures for expulsion 

 

 

      RESOURCES 

 

        Safe Schools are Effective Schools 

 

       Guidelines for developing the Student Code of Conduct 

 

       Orbost Primary School Anti Bullying Policy  
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Anti Bullying Policy 
 

 PURPOSE  

We aim to support children in their social development, so that they become self 

disciplined and accept responsibility for their behaviour in order to provide a 

happy, positive and safe environment for all children in our school.   

      

GUIDELINES  

     Bullying is a repetitive attack which causes distress not only at the time of the 

attack but also by the threat of future attacks.  It is usually characterised by an 

imbalance of power and can be defined by the negative impact on the vulnerable 

person who is targeted.     

      

Types of bullying 

  There are three broad categories of bullying. 

1. Direct physical bullying e.g. hitting, tripping, and pushing or damaging their property.  

2. Direct verbal bullying e.g. name calling, insults, homophobic or racist remarks, verbal 
abuse. 

3. Indirect bullying - This form of bullying is harder to recognise and often carried out 
behind the bullied studentõs back. It is designed to harm someoneõs social reputation 
and/or cause humiliation.  Indirect bullying includes:  

É lying and spreading rumours  

É playing nasty jokes to embarrass and humiliate  

É mimicking  

É encouraging others to socially exclude someone  

É damaging someoneôs social reputation and social acceptance  

É cyber-bullying, which involves the use of email, text messages or chat rooms to humiliate 

and distress.  

What bullying is not 

Many distressing behaviours are not examples of bullying even though they are 

unpleasant and often require teacher intervention and management. There are three 

socially unpleasant situations that are often confused with bullying: 

Mutual conflict - In mutual conflict situations, there is an argument or disagreement 

between students but not an imbalance of power. Both parties are upset and usually both 

want a resolution to the problem. However, unresolved mutual conflict sometimes 
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develops into a bullying situation with one person becoming targeted repeatedly for 

óretaliationô in a one-sided way. 

Social rejection or dislike - Unless the social rejection is directed towards 

someone specific and involves deliberate and repeated attempts to cause distress, 

exclude or create dislike by others, it is not bullying. 

Single-episode acts of nastiness or meanness, or random acts of aggression or 

intimidation - Single episodes of nastiness or physical aggression are not the same 

as bullying. If a student is verbally abused or pushed on one occasion they are not 

being bullied. 

 

     IMPLEMENTATION  

     Preventive measures  

É Comprehensive record keeping of incidents are maintained and followed up 

É Teaching of school values and the expected behaviours is vital in the 

prevention of bullying including the importance of student bystanders in 

reducing bullying.  

É Life Education Program takes place on an annual basis with a focus on 

positive self esteem  

É Negotiated classroom rules based on mutual respect  

É Tips on how to assist students if they are being bullied are regularly put into 

the school newsletter along with tips on how to develop resilience, good 

social skills, and assertiveness, making friends, conflict resolution, non 

aggressive anger management and empathy. 

        

Managing bullying situations  

É When bullying incidents are reported to a member of staff they will speak 

with the targeted student at a time as close to the incident as possible and 

reassure them that the school has no tolerance for bullying and that action 

will be taken to ensure no further bullying occurs.   Bullying incidents are 

then drawn to the attention of the classroom teacher.  
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É The classroom teacher will initiate the most effective procedures to assist 

the victim and the bully including: 

× Non punitive approaches such as mediation, the support group 

approach, method of shared concern, restorative justice 

× Use of sanctions-loss of privileges or exclusion from school 

activities  

É Parents of bullies are informed as soon as there are any repeat incidents of 

bullying and a plan is established to prevent any further incidents 

reoccurring.  

É Parents of victims are informed and support put in place to restore a sense of 

belongingness and safety for the child. 

É Support from Student Wellbeing Coordinator, Student Wellbeing Officer, 

Principal or Student Education Support Officer may be required in some 

circumstances. 

       

EVALUATION  

       Teachers and school council review the student attitude to school on an annual    

    basis. 

     Bullying surveys conducted bi annually to review bullying incidents and monitor 

our anti-bullying policy  

       

 

 RESOURCES  

 

     Bullying Solutions, Safe Schools are Effective Schools, 

www.bullyingnoway.com.au  

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bullyingnoway.com.au/
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SCHOOL COUNCIL : 

 

The role of the School Council: - Section 14 (1a) of the Education Act provides that 

a School Council ñshall determine the general education policy of the school within 

the guidelines issued by the Ministerò. 

 

This means that the school level decisions about the school curriculum, school 

practices and the use of resources available to the school are made by the School 

Council on behalf of the school community, within the framework of legislation and 

Ministerial guidelines. 

 

COMPOSITION: 

The School Council shall consist of no more than 13 members and shall be constituted 

as follows:- 

  (a) Not more than 6 members shall be elected by 

   the parents of the students of the school. 

  (b) Not more than 3 members shall be elected by 

    staff of the school 

  (c) The Principal 

  (d) Not more than 3 members may be co-opted by  

   School Council 

 

The School Council meets on the third Monday of each month at 7.00 pm in the 

school staffroom.  Parents are welcome to attend meetings as observers.  The annual 

reporting to parents meeting and the annual elections for School Council is held in 

Term 1. 

 

The office bearers are:- 

President Juliet Webb Phone 5154 1303 
Vice President Brendan Coulton Phone 5154 8537 

Secretary Bronwyn Cook Phone 0438 446 475 

Treasurer Terri Kriek Phone 5154 1927 

 

ñThe following sub-committees will operateò:- Finance, Environment and 

Sustainability. 

Each sub-committee meets at least once between School Council meetings.   

Sub-Committees will consist of a minimum of two parents, two teachers and  

at least one council member who will act as convenor. 

 

PARENTS CLUB 

Parents Club is a very valuable and extremely supportive group that provides many of 

the extra items and services the school needs.  Parents Club offers the opportunity to 

provide very valuable input and support to the school in a sociable and positive way. 

 

The annual meeting is held in February each year.  Office bearers for the next year are 

elected at the annual meeting, as well as deciding the day and time for monthly 

meetings. 
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At present Parents Club meetings are held in the staffroom at school, commencing at 

2.30pm on the second Tuesday of each month.   

 

 

2009 Office Bearers are:- 

 

PRESIDENT   Melissa Adams 

VICE PRESIDENT  Gail Robertson 

SECRETARY   Sharon Pardew  

TREASURER              Angelique Saunders 

UNIFORM   Angelique Saunders      

 

A parent notice board and parent information library is located inside the front door. 

 

 

VOLUNTARY HELPERS 

At the beginning of the school year parent helpers are sought to assist in the various 

school programs; Physical Education (swimming), Reading, Gardening, Excursions, 

Mathematics, Typing.  Computerisation of the library has been a major priority and 

we welcome your help with a wide range of tasks on offer.  If you would like to assist 

please either contact your childôs class teacher or the principal.   
 (Working with Children Check required ï applications are available from Australia Post) 

 

 A book at the front door is signed as you enter and ticked when you leave 

so that our legal obligations are met. 

 

 

 

 

PREP ORIENTATION PROGRAM  

Our prep orientation program begins in term 3 with ñLetôs Play 

Schoolsò.  Informal sessions are offered to parents throughout all the 

cluster schools giving parents the opportunity to visit schools and 

make an informed decision on where they want their child to attend. 

 

In term 4 we run our formal prep orientation program which provides children with 

real school experiences and is our opportunity to provide parents with information 

about our schoolôs policies and programs and ways to assist children to make a 

smooth transition to school. 

 

To support your prep childs transition to school, children are not expected to attend a 

full school week until notified by their classroom teacher.    Parents are rostered on to 

bring their children to school on an individual basis during Term 1.  During this time 

the classroom teachers will conduct interviews with parents and the children to gain as 

much information as possible, to tailor the best possible learning program for the 

child.  Information will be provided at the beginning of the year. 

 

COLLECTION OF CHILDREN 

Please send a note or phone if someone different is collecting your child or their bus 

travel is changed or they are staying at someone elseôs home. 
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BUS TRAVEL 

Information on eligibility for bus travel is available at the general office 

and included in your enrolment package. 

A note is required when a child, who is normally a school bus traveller, 

will not be travelling on the school bus. (Bus notes available from notice board in 

the foyer).  

Other arrangements out of the ordinary, regarding bus travel, must be followed 

          up with the bus co-ordinator Julie Bates at the Orbost Secondary                

         College on 5154 1084 before 11am. 

 

 

LUNCH ORDERS 

 

Lunch orders are available daily through the Orbost Bakery.  It is recommended that 

Prep children bring a cut lunch to school during February and do not have a lunch 

order.  Children are supervised while they eat their lunch (from 12.55pm to 1.10pm in their 

room).   

*Please make your teacher aware when your child is having a lunch order for the first time* 

 

LUNCH ORDER PROCEDURE 

 

The lunch order along with the childôs name and grade is written on the outside of a 

paper lunch bag with the correct money placed in an envelope inside the bag.  The 

lunch order is then placed in the lunch order box (front office desk) at school.  Lunch 

orders must be placed in the order box before 9.30am.  Lunch orders are delivered to 

school at approximately 12.45pm.  A new lunch order price list will be forwarded to 

each family early in the school year. Children who do not put their lunch order in prior to 

recess will be provided with a sandwhich.  

 

LIBRARY 

Very soon after commencing school, Prep children will be borrowing picture books 

from the school library to take home and share with you.  Your child will receive a 

library bag for protection of library books, supplied by the Department of Education 

and Early Childhood Development. 

 

There will be a weekly session during school time for the return and borrowing of 

library books.  The library is open during specific lunchtimes.  

 

ABSENCE NOTES 

If your child is absent, a phone call to the school on the morning of the absence or a 

written note of explanation must be brought to the childôs teacher when the child 

returns.  If the childôs absence is going to be lengthy, please notify either the principal 

or the childôs teacher.   

 

NOTE: Lateness and absences interrupt the learning program for all children. 

Late attendance is recorded on the roll.  

Our target is 95% attendance or a maximum of 10 days absence per year. 
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SCHOOL UNIFORM 

 

A uniform dress code reinforces a students pride in their own appearance, instils 

recognition of themselves as an integral part of the school community and assists in 

developing pride in representing their school.  Issues of equality, health and safety, 

and expense are also factors that contribute to the establishment of the Dress Code. 

All items of clothing must be named.  The uniform may be purchased from local 

retailers and/or from the Parents Club at school.   

It is expected that all children will wear school uniform and during terms 1 and the 

beginning of Spring in term 3 and 4 a hat (Greg Chappell style).   
 

ñOrbost Primary School SunSmart Policy has been developed to ensure that all children 

attending this school are protected from skin damage caused by the harmful ultra-violet 

rays of the sun.  It is implemented throughout the year but with particular emphasis in 

Terms 1, 3 and 4.ò 

 

A uniform list is included in your enrolment package 

Bottle green shorts, bottle green skort, gold or green polo shirt long or short sleeves, 

green and white school dress, bottle green pants e.g. track suit, gabardine pants, tartan 

winter pinafore bottle green tights, polo fleece jacket or vest, bottle green 

windcheater.  Art smocks are compulsory. 

 

Shoes  

It is expected that children wear appropriate foot wear to school this includes black 

school shoes, school sandals with closed in toes, runners or school boots.   
(No open toed shoes are allowed due to safety reasons) 

 

LOST PROPERTY 

Please name all items of clothing children wear to school as well as all other 

property children bring to school.  If clothing and items of property are named the 

owner can be found. 

 

Any items found in the school ground are placed in the lost property area located in 

Miss Dowerôs classroom.  If any of your childôs property has been lost please check 

the lost property area. 

 

At the end of each month all unclaimed lost property items will be donated to one of 

the local charitable institutions. 

 

Private property brought to school by students is not insured and neither the school 

nor D.E.E.C.D. is responsible for any loss. 

 

*** Any money should be handed to the class teacher for safekeeping*** 

 

BANK DAY - Tuesday 

 

Children have the opportunity to open a savings account with the Commonwealth 

Bank. (Parents need to complete a form at the bank for their child) 

Deposits to the bank are accepted at school on Tuesday each week. 
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REPORTING TO PARENTS 

 

At present school policy on reporting to parents is:- 

 

Term 1    

 Parent/Teacher interviews to be conducted on first 6 Wednesdays for Prep 

students. 

 Parent/Teacher information for each grade as requested. 

 Parent/Teacher interviews to establish goals for student learning throughout 

the year. 

Term 2  

 NAPLAN (National Assessment Plan Literacy and Numeracy) Grade 3 and 5 

 Written report by teacher mailed to parents.   

Term 3    

 NSW testing ï result certificates given to children in years 4 and 6.   

 Interviews by request 

Term 4 

 A written report to be mailed to parents at the end of year.   

 This report will reflect progress and details future learning focus areas.  

 

A parent or teacher may request a Parent/Teacher interview at any time. 

 

Parent packages containing individual classroom timetables and a termly curriculum 

outline are provided to all parents. 

 

 

CONCERNS? 

If you have a concern about your child and/or school please ask your 

childôs teacher or the principal for a suitable time to discuss the 

problem. 

 

Problems only have a tendency to get BIGGER if you keep them to 

yourself.   

 

Share your problem with someone on school staff who can help you.  

 

 

BOOK CLUBS 

 

Ashton Scholastic Bookclub materials, óWombatô, óLuckyô, and óArrowô, are sent 

home on a regular basis. 

 

A selection of the current books available for sale in these bookclubs is displayed 

outside the library.  You are welcome to come and browse. 

óEarlybirdô and óPuffinô Bookclub materials are also forwarded home on a regular 

basis. 
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ART SMOCKS 

 

Each Prep child requires an art smock for classroom work.  An old shirt makes a great 

art smock and does much to protect clothing!  Children are often involved in messy 

play and work activities; your child needs a clearly named smock at school, at all 

times.  Waterproof art smocks are available to purchase through the normal uniform 

orders.  

 

NEWSLETTER 

 

The school newsletter is published weekly and forwarded home with the eldest child 

in the family at school, every Wednesday.  It is also available on the OPS 

web site www.orbostps.vic.edu.au  

Other important information is forwarded home when necessary. 

Copies of the newsletter (other notices, bus notes, cash envelopes) are available 

from the foyer. 

 

 

CONTACT PHONE NUMBER 

 

It is of VITAL IMPORTANCE that we have a CURRENT CONTACT NUMBER 

for all parents. 

A situation may arise when we need to contact you.  Sometimes children become ill at 

school and we do not have the facilities or the personnel to care for sick children.  

Other situations may arise when an urgent contact is essential so it is most important 

that we have a contact phone number. 

 

 

CHILDREN TRAVELLING TO AND FROM SCHOOL BY CAR 

 

If you drive your child to school or collect them after school by car 5 minute drop off 

zones are available on the school side of Ruskin Street.  Before and after school are 

busy times, and by using the school side of Ruskin Street for delivery and collection 

of children, means that children do not have to cross the busy road. Do not double 

park and please obey the parking signs and the bus only zone.   Farmers Lane has 15 

minute parking between 8 ï 9am and between 3 ï 4pm. 

 

 

BICYCLES 

 

Children in grades Prep, One, Two and Three, 

who are unsupervised by an adult, 

are too young to ride bicycles to school alone. 

 

If your child is riding a bicycle at any time, an approved helmet MUST be worn. 

 

 

 

http://www.orbostps.vic.edu.au/
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EXCURSIONS 

 

Children will be involved in several excursions during the year.  

For walking and bus excursions within the town one general 

excursion permission note, completed at the start of the school 

year will be required. 

 

For each excursion to areas outside the town a separate permission note signed by 

either a parent or guardian is required.  No child may participate in an excursion 

unless a permission note signed by either their parent or guardian is provided. 

 

The school Outdoor Education Policy includes the following activities. 

 Prep  Lunch at school      (Term 4) 

 Grade 1 Breakfast as school      (Term 4) 

 Grade 2 Evening dinner at school     (Term 4) 

 Grade 3  Overnight stay at school approx. cost $5     (Term 4) 

Grade 4 Overnight camping excursion approx. cost $50    (Term 4) 

Grade 5 Reach Your Potential Camp approx. cost $30   (Term 1)  

Grade 5 Woorabinda Camp approx approx. cost $150    (Term 2) 

Grade 5 Ski Camp approx. cost $190       (Term 3) 

 Grade 6   Canberra Excursion approx. cost $200    (Term 3) 

 

WET DAY PROGRAM 

 

On days when it is raining children remain inside under supervision during 

recesses.  Please make sure your child has appropriate clothing on such 

days. 

 

SWIMMING PROGRAM 

All children Prep to Grade 6 will be participating in the schoolôs swimming program, 

which will be early Term One. All children are expected to go swimming.  If your 

child has a legitimate reason for not going swimming a note of explanation must be 

sent to the childôs class teacher. 

 

Parental help with the swimming program is needed.  If you are willing to help, please 

contact either your childôs teacher or the principal. 

 

ASSEMBLY 

A whole school assembly is held each Monday and Friday morning at 8.55am. 

 

This enables messages and general school news to be delivered to all the children at 

once.  It also gives the children and staff a sense of belonging to the one school. 

 

It is important all children are at school on time to attend these assemblies. 

Parents are also most welcome to attend school assemblies. 

 

Note End of term assembly commences at 2.00pm on the last day of term and end of 

term dismissal time is 2.20pm. 
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES IN SCHOOLS: Exclusion from School 

 

The principal has the right to exclude children according to the following table, under 

the Infectious Diseases (Exclusion from School) Regulations 1984.  It should be noted 

that in cases of diphtheria, typhoid and paratyphoid fever exclusion and determination 

of recovery would be matters for the Medical Officer of Health. 

 

óContactô means child of school age or preschool age living in the same house as the 

patient, ópatientô includes carrier and óschoolô includes any preschool centre, 

kindergarten, primary school or post primary school.  A patient or contact shall be 

prevented from attending school unless conditions hereunder prescribed are complied 

with. 

 
DISEASE OR CONDITION PATIENT SHALL BE EXCLUDED 

FROM SCHOOL 

EXCLUSION OF CONTACTS 

Chickenpox Until fully recovered or at least one 

week after the eruption first appears 

Not excluded 

Conjunctivitis Until discharge from eyes has ceased Not excluded 

Diarrhoea Until diarrhoea ceases Not excluded 

Hepatitis (infectious hepatitis) Until receipt of a medical certificate of 

recovery from infection, or on 

subsidence of symptoms 

Not excluded 

Hepatitis B Until recovered from acute attack Not excluded 

School Sores Until sores have fully healed.  The child 

may be allowed to return provided that 

appropriate treatment has commenced 

and that sores on exposed surfaces such 

as scalp, face, hands and legs are 

properly covered with occlusive 

dressings 

 

Not excluded 

Measles Until at least 5 days from the 

appearance of rash or until receipt of a 

medical certificate of recovery from 

infection. 

Non-immunised contacts must be 

excluded for 13 days from the first day 

of appearance of rash in the last case 

unless immunised within 72 hours of 

first contact. 

Mumps Until fully recovered Not excluded 

Head Lice Until appropriate treatment has 

commenced 

Excluded until cleared by the 

Community Health Nurse (note) 

Ringworm Until appropriate treatment has 

commenced 

Not excluded 

Rubella Until fully recovered or at least 5 days 

after onset of rash. 

Not excluded 

Scabies Until appropriate treatment has 

commenced 

Not excluded 

 

 

DENTAL HEALTH ï Orbost Regional Health,  Boundary Road, Orbost 

 

Eligibilit y 

All primary school children in grades Prep to year six 

Children in years seven and eight from families with health care or pension 

concession cards 

 

Accessing the School Dental Service 

Phone Orbost Regional Health on 5154 6625.  Your child will be registered on the 

School Dental Program and contacted when an appointment is available.   

A consent form is required to be completed at the first appointment. 
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PRIMARY SCHOOL NURSING PROGRAM 

The Primary School Nursing Program offers Victorian families the opportunity to 

consul with a School Nurse in their childôs first year at school.  In addition, a referral 

and follow-up service is provided to children in other year levels.  The program 

provides parents/guardians, teachers and nurses with an opportunity to work together 

for the wellbeing and educational progress of children. 

 

Services provided by the School Nursing program include:- 

A health assessment of all preparatory grade children with parent consent.   

The assement is based on: 

 Information provided by parents/guardians in the School Entrant Health 

Questionnaire 

 Distance vision screening 

 Hearing test/oral health check if parent, teacher or nuse has identified any 

concerns 

 Information provided by teachers 

 Clinical observations and examination as indicated by parent or teacher 

concerns 

 

The school nurse, with written parent/guardian consent will see students in any grade 

where a parent, teacher or nurse identifies a concern and will provide: 

 Health assessments for students referred by class teachers, parents and other 

health professionals 

 Health assessments for newly enrolled students from overseas 

 Follow-up of children with previously identified needs 

 

Additional services provided by Primary School nurses include: 

 Provision of information to teachers and parents to help understand childrenôs 

individual health needs 

 Health promotion, health education and provision of resources 

 Linking families and schools to community services 

 

 

LEAVING OF SCHOOL DURING SCHOOL HOURS 

 

Children are not permitted to leave the school early or at any time during the school 

day unless the parent has made a direct request, preferably in writing, to either the 

childôs class teacher or the principal. 

If your child normally goes home for lunch, one request at the beginning of the year is 

sufficient. 

 

If a student is leaving the school for a music lesson, doctor or dental 

appointment, please sign the book in the foyer.  

 
(Noting reason of absence, and if the child will be returning to school). 
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SCHOOL MATERIALS 

The school grant provided by the Department of Education and Early 

Childhood Development purchases most materials children use.  This 

grant does not meet all the costs of books, pens, pencils, other activities 

and programs provided by the school and so the School Council expects 

the Parent Payment be made.   

 

SCHOOL FINANCE 
 

Parent Payment  structure for 2010 

Essential education items:ï  

Materials that the individual students use, including books, pens, rulers, pencils and 

stationery. 

Student consumable items, materials for learning or ownership of finalised articles. 

                     $65.50 

Extras:- 

Arts Council and visiting performances      $22.00 

Excursion subsidy        $15.00 

Computer Printing/Internet       $10.00 

                    $112.50 

Total cost 1
st
 child  $112.50                

Less $5 per child thereafter     etc. 

 

2010 Parent Payment 
It would be appreciated if all Parent Payments could be paid by March 31st 2010 

Parent Payments may be paid by two instalments (Semester 1 and 2) 

Parent Payment 
 

A.  Eligible for E.M.A. Holder of a Health Card  
  (Needs to be valid on the first day of Term 1 27th January, 2010) 

                             Please bring your card into school to be photocopied/and fill in an application form 

     

  
B.  Not eligible for EMA    Full Year      or each Semester 

  1.   child          $112.50 $  56.25 

2.   children       $220.00 $110.00 

3.   children       $327.50 $163.75 

4.   children       $435.00 $217.50 

 

 

Additional payments that will need to be budgeted for  
 

Swimming approx $45 School Photographs 

(Optional) $30 

Extra Sporting trips ï 

depending on attendance 

EOY excursion P ï 2  $20   

Grade 3 Sleepover approx  

$8 

Grade 4 Camp approx $50 Grade 5  

RYP Cluster Camp 

Approx $30 

Grade 5 Woorabinda Camp 

Approx $150 

Grade 5 Ski Camp 

Approx $190 

Grade 6 Tour  

Approx $200 
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HELPING YOUR CHILD WITH 

MATHEMATICS 

 
All children will participate in the 5 areas of maths.  These are number, space, measurement, 

chance and data, structure and working mathematically. 

The focus on number during the early years relies on oral instructions and involves children 

using various materials to assist their understanding.  During the early years you can assist by 

talking to your children about what they have done, get them to help count things for you and 

use words like before, after, more and less.  Enjoy counting rhymes together, reading number 

books and set aside some time to play simple games such as Snakes and Ladders, Trouble 

and UNO. 

 

During middle and upper years find some time to share their homework and encourage them 

with their work through a positive interest. 

 

Mathletics is an engaging online program used to reinforce the mathematical concepts taught 

in class.  Children can access this at home if you have the internet. 
 

 

HEARING CHILDREN READ  
When Children Read To You  . . . . . 

 

Always give them your close attention and display interest in the story. 

When children are unable to identify a word, remind them of the strategies they can use. 

 

   * Re-read and think about the story 

   * Guess what the word might be. 

   * Use the initial letter as a clue. 

Use the three Pôs   PAUSE  give your child time to work it out 

    PROMPT remind them of the strategies listed above 

    PRAISE all attempts 

 

If children self correct to regain meaning, praise - e.g. óGood, now that makes senseô. 

When children lose meaning of what is being read ask a question which focuses on 

the MEANING, e.g. óDoes that make sense?ô 

óWould the bear really do that?ô 

 

BE PATIENT as your child endeavours to work at the text.  Allow them to try out the strategies  

they have developed for understanding the text. 

 

Show enthusiasm about childrenôs attempts to make sense out of the text, e.g. óI like the way you . . . . ó 

 

Encourage children to read:- 

 

   * to other children 

   * their favourite part of the story 

   * themselves, then tell you in their OWN WORDS about the story. 

 

IT IS NOT NECESSARY FOR CHILDREN  

TO READ EVERY BOOK TO YOU. 
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Victorian Essential Learning Standards 

 

Strand Domain Dimension 

Physical, Personal 

and Social Learning  

Health and Physical Education  
Movement and physical activity  

Health knowledge and promotion 

 Interpersonal Development  
Building social relationships 

Working in teams 

 Personal Learning  The individual learner 

Managing personal learning  

 Civics and Citizenship  Civics knowledge and understanding  

Community engagement  

Discipline-based 

Learning 

The Arts  Creating and making 

Exploring and responding  

 English Reading 

Writing 

Speaking and listening  

 The Humanities 
 

 The Humanities ï Economics Economics knowledge and understanding 

Economics reasoning and interpretation  

 The Humanities ï Geography Geographical knowledge and understanding 

Geospatial skills  

 The Humanities ï History Historical knowledge and understanding 

Historical reasoning and interpretation  

 Languages Other Than English 

(LOTE)  

Communicating in a language other than English  

Intercultural knowledge and language awareness 

 Mathematics Number 

Space 

Measurement, chance and data 

Structure 

Working mathematically 

 Science Science knowledge and understanding  

Science at work  

Interdisciplinary 

Learning 

Communication  Listening, viewing and responding 

Presenting  

 Design, Creativity and 

Technology  

Investigating and designing  

Producing 

Analysing and evaluating  

 Information and 

Communications Technology 

(ICT)  

ICT for visualising thinking  

ICT for creating  

ICT for communicating  

 Thinking Processes  Reasoning, processing and inquiry  

Creativity, Reflection, evaluation and metacognition 

 

 

 

 

http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/personal/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/personal/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/personal/health/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/personal/development/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/personal/learning/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/personal/civics/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/arts/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/english/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/humanities/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/humanities/economics/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/humanities/geography/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/humanities/history/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/lote/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/lote/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/mathematics/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/science/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/communication/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/design/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/design/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/ict/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/ict/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/ict/index.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/interdisciplinary/thinking/index.html


 22 

 

Enrichment activities:- 
Cultural and Artistic - arts performances, student performances, keyboard tuition and choir. 

Sporting and leisure - swimming, cross country, athletics, bike ed, kanga cricket 

Education enhancement - reading recovery, literacy extension groups, responsible pet ownership, Life Ed Van, 

Snowy River Thinking. 

Social Service - targeted fundraising ï Decided by Junior School Council and School Council annually 

Leadership ï junior school council, buddy systems, cross age tutoring. 

Camps and Excursions - tour, local day excursions to beach, towns, museum, Orbost Exhibtion Centre, Cluster 

interaction days, overnight camping. 

Celebrations - fitting into Local, State, National and International events, Book Fair, Koorie days, Asian events. 

Community  - Choir, School Production, Flower Show, Junior Rotary, End of Year Concert  

 

 

 

HOMEWORK POLICY 
 

PURPOSE 

 

1. To develop sound study habits 

2. To provide opportunities for those children needing reinforcement, extra assistance or extension 

3. To teach children to use resources unavailable at school, extend research skills 

4. To assist in communication between home and school 

5. To enable children to complete work not finished at school 

6. To provide an opportunity for students to be responsible for their own learning. 

 

 

 

GUIDELINES 

1. As children grow older, they are expected to spend more time on homework 

2. Expectations about homework should be discussed with parents at Parent Information evenings at 

the beginning of each year. 

3. If homework is set, is should be followed up by parents and assessed by the class teacher and 

feedback provided.  Children at the senior levels (3-6) will have regular homework. 

 

 

THIS MAY INVOLVE 

 Finishing work 

 Reading 

 Revision 

 Research and project work 

 Practise spelling and maths 

 Reading work at own level 

 

 

REMEMBER 
The work must be achievable for the child.  Success rate must be high.  We must eliminate the 

frustration level. 

 Daily communication for P-2 students can be done in writing in the book covers or by calling  

in and talking to the classroom teacher 

 Diaries will be proved for children in grades 3 and 6 to increase communication between 

parents and the school 

 If there is a need for specific purpose homework in addition to these, teachers should ensure 

that parents are aware of it and seek their support and involvement.  Special assistance e.g. 

word study, maths only in consultation with parents 

 No new work is to be set for homework 

 Homework should be non-stressful 

 

Classroom teachers will provide specific details on their class requirements at 

Parent Information evenings at the start of each school year. 
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